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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 6, line 6, the phrase "inside the handle end" is not fully 
understood in the context of the invention. It is not clear how are the clasps inside 
the handle end. By what structure is this achieved? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen et al., US Patent 5,722,1 18. See figures 5 and 6. A luggage item 
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attachment comprising a rigid and solid main body 102 made of hardened plastic 
or composite, molded to be fitted with a handle gripping surface on one end and 
molded with a forked end on the opposite side of the main body, and predrilled 
holes near (1 18, 117) on the main body inside the handle area and a forked end 
(note v-shape) for mounting connection clasps; two permanently attached 
connection clasps near (1 1 8, 1 17), two inside the handle end of the main body; two 
flat, elongated, and flexible straps (115, 116), each permanently attached to a 
connection clasp by one strap end with the other strap end loose, one attached on 
the clasp near the handle end of the main body, and a gripping surface on one end 
of this device, either molded for ergonomic gripping purposes, as in the contour of 
a hand, or fitted with a rubberized or plastic gripping surface. The straps having 
permanently attached self-adhesives, as claimed. 

Hansen discloses the claimed invention except for explicitly teaching a 
third clasp near flie forked end of the main body, as claimed. Such a modification 
would merely serve to increase stability of the device. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the device in this way, since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis 
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Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. Such a modification is not critical to the 
design and would have produced no unexpected results. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. Claims 2-5 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mark A. Williams whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished appHcations is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mark Williams 
11/26/04 




